A WORD OF INSPIRATION
The thought of Father’s Day can bring memories of joy or sadness; memories to recall or suppress.  Misplaced priorities have left countless fathers with life-long regrets and estranged relationships with their children.

How can you prevent this kind of thing from knocking at the door of your home and family?  The Apostle Paul outlines the role of the husband and father because a father’s life and example are often mimicked by his children, whether for good or for evil.  In Ephesians 5:25-31 we see four qualifying roles that are to be carried out by husbands with their wives.  These become the roles which may be imitated by your sons and expected by your daughters in their husbands.

First, a husband must have a sacrificial love for his wife (Ephesians 5:25).  Paul uses the example of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice of death for the salvation of His bride, the church.  This putting of your wife’s needs above your own leaves children with a love principle to follow.

Secondly, husbands are to love their wives with a purifying love (Ephesians 5:26-27).  The Word of God is to be so much a part of your lives as a couple that the net result is a cleansing process.  Your children observe how important God and His Word are in your life on a day to day, decision by decision basis.

Thirdly, a husband is to demonstrate a caring love toward his wife (Ephesians 5:28-30).  He is to care for his wife and family as he cares for and takes care of his own body.  Your children observe their dad as he provides for and protects his family.   

The final role of the husband toward his wife is one of communicating an unbreakable love (Ephesians 5:31).  This is communicated out of the experience of intimacy.  Genesis 2:24 is the source of such a relationship, that speaks of the permanence in marriage with leaving and cleaving.  Homes are threatened when either spouse has not fully left their parents influence to build a family unit for themselves.  And children will have difficulty in establishing a family unit if parents do not accept their son or daughter’s leaving the home and cleaving to their life’s mate.

Fathers have a great privilege and responsibility in not only building a God-centered home but also in providing the biblical role model for their children to follow.  Dads, give your children the best opportunity to succeed in life by providing a loving example toward their mother and a living example toward your Lord.

Happy Father’s Day
