Stop Credit Card Offers.
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   Stop Junk Mail.
   
Get On the 


"Do Not Call" List.

 
Go to the Federal Trade Commission web site, 
www.ftc.gov  and click on "Consumer Protection"  

This official government site will give you information and the web site (optoutprescreen.com) for opting out of those credit card offers that keep coming in the mail.   This site also gives you information about the do not call list" and the "junk mail list."
    


Stop Identify Theft 
By Freezing Your Credit Reports.
Maryland has passed a new law that goes into effect January 1, 2008 that will
allow you to stop the credit reporting agencies from giving out information about your credit history.

Up until now, you could not stop anyone from pretending to be you and using your personal information to make a fraudulent purchase.  The scam works like this; when the wrongdoer attempts to make a large purchase in your name, the merchant will go online and check "your" credit history to see if the purchaser is a good risk.  Naturally, it is, and the fraudulent purchase is made.  You may not even know about it if the wrongdoer gives the merchant a "new address."  The bad debt simply goes on "your" credit report.

This credit reporting free-for-all is at the heart of identify theft.  The new law allows you to write to the credit reporting agencies and tell them to freeze credit reports on your account.  They must honor your request.  No one will be able to access your information to obtain credit in your name.  No information will be given out.  The law has provisions to allow access for credit reports that you do want to be made.
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